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The Appetizer

“I’m ‘going quiet.’ Sort of.”
— Warren Buffett, CEO of Berkshire Hathaway, in his annual Thanksgiving letter.

Now, on to the numbers. Drum roll, please ...

e $394: The average daily rate at U.S. luxury hotels hit a record high this year - $168 more than the
next-priciest tier.

® 2.4%: The increase in college and university undergraduate enrollment this fall, the third straight
year of enrollment growth.

e $25.20: The average cost of a cheeseburger meal (burger, fries, and soda) in Chula Vista, California —
the most expensive in the continental U.S.

e 75 feet, 11 tons: The size of this year’s Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree, a Norway spruce from East
Greenbush, New York, that will be lit on December 3.

e 70%: The percentage of participants in a USC study that rated ChatGPT’s jokes funnier than
human ones.


https://www.wsj.com/real-estate/commercial/wealthy-travelers-are-splurging-on-luxury-hotels-like-never-before-67c25bb6?mod=lifestyle_feat1_travel_pos1
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2025-11-11/us-colleges-see-fall-enrollment-growth-for-third-year-in-a-row?srnd=homepage-americas
https://www.axios.com/2025/11/10/cheeseburger-prices-map
https://www.rockefellercenter.com/holidays/rockefeller-center-christmas-tree/
https://today.usc.edu/ai-jokes-chatgpt-humor-study/

Dig In
Housing Checkup

The housing market has been in a deep freeze. Rates are high, inventories are tight, and prices still
haven’t gotten the memo about “cooling inflation.” Enter a new plot twist: the 50-year mortgage.

Since the standard is 30 years, stretching payments over five decades could lower monthly bills and pull
more buyers into the market. The catch? Slower equity building and a much higher total interest tab.
Interesting idea? Sure. Magic fix? Probably not. But for some, it still beats paying rent forever — and at
least your check goes toward your roof, not your landlord’s.

If you’re thinking about buying, start with your credit score. It’s built from five ingredients: payment
history, balances owed, credit age, new credit, and mix of accounts. Paying on time and keeping
balances low are instant wins.

Homeownership brings trade-offs — stability and equity on one side; repairs, taxes, and less flexibility
on the other. The big question: How much home can you really afford? Our NextGen Investor Handbook
breaks it all down, from debt ratios to hidden costs. Whether it’s 30 years or 50, it pays to know your
numbers before picking your porch.

Weekly Specials

Once upon a grind, Americans slogged six days, 12 hours a pop — overtime meant “extra misery.” Then
came the Eight Hour Movement: “Eight for work, eight for rest, eight for fun.” In 1938, the Fair Labor
Standards Act locked it in. So, 40-hour workweeks stuck. But me? I’m campaigning for 30: six for work,
eight for fabulous, 10 for sleep — because beauty rest is non-negotiable.

Migrating sounds brutal — unless you’re a sucker fish. These freeloaders hitch rides on humpback
whales cruising Australia’s “humpback highway,” swapping icy Antarctic waters for Queensland’s
tropical vibes. Safer, easier, and way less exhausting than swimming solo. When whales vanish, they
cling to manta rays, dolphins — or unlucky scuba divers.

Tears pooled in my Italian eyes writing this ... fusilli and macaroni might vanish from U.S. shelves, tariffs
totaling 107% turn Italian pasta into a diplomatic weapon. Stock up — or learn to twirl rice. Perché,
America? Perché?

Matthew McConaughey and Michael Caine are lending their voices — literally — to artificial intelligence
(Al). McConaughey invests in ElevenLabs and uses its tech to deliver his newsletter in Spanish, in his
own voice. Caine joins the Iconic Voice Marketplace, letting creators license his legendary tone.

After 43 days, the government shutdown ended last week. The GOP-led House passed a spending bill,
and President Trump signed it Wednesday night. The package funds the government through January 30
and provides full-year funding for agriculture, military construction, and the legislative branch. Relief -
for now.


https://www.stifel.com/newsletters/adgraphics/InSight/NextGen_Handbook/Stifel_NextGen-Investor-Handbook_2025.pdf
https://www.wsj.com/lifestyle/workplace/labor-activism-40-hour-work-week-edcd8305?mod=lifestyle_lead_pos2
https://apnews.com/article/sucker-fish-riding-whale-remoras-humpback-australia-69db9878c42b7d11e3755ecca4132588
https://www.wsj.com/world/europe/italy-pasta-trump-tariffs-e38d86a6?mod=business_lead_pos3
https://variety.com/2025/digital/news/matthew-mcconaughey-michael-caine-ai-voice-elevenlabs-1236574041/?utm_campaign=mb&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_source=morning_brew
https://www.wsj.com/politics/policy/house-spending-bill-government-shutdown-05bf3a6e?gaa_at=eafs&gaa_n=AWEtsqcvC9Xgess028JEhTGaUustg5hRQPBPuRiiY3e_70AaGC74J8K2qi6tcxCrJOQ%3D&gaa_ts=69174784&gaa_sig=E633Vas9-05tZJ88EQn161zQMK0aBUMgLb_sjg3bhFnisXnqUPPxVccon83KNWDoF3_bvDW6mIamCvZOOLuPjw%3D%3D

Corporate Lunch

The last time Stephen Curry rocked Nike sneakers, LeBron James was on the Miami Heat. That’s set
to change after Curry ended his 12-year partnership with Under Armour.

Gen Z’s skipping grain bowls but dropping cash on Kate Spade and Coach. Apparently, carbs are out,
but leather’s still in.

Visa and Mastercard call a truce, but trade groups say the math doesn’t add up for merchants.

McDonald’s brings back the McRib, turning your lunch into a four-decade-long fandom reunion.
Sauce up, legends.

SoftBank cashes out about $5.8 billion in Nvidia shares to go all-in on OpenAl ... chips out,
chatbots in.

Disney sails into sequel season. A seventh cruise ship joins the fleet, complete with heroes, villains,
and probably at least one Frozen singalong at sea.

Novartis acquires Avidity for $12 billion, proving RNA is the new protein when it comes to muscle
health.

Netflix turns nostalgia into an experience at the “Netflix House” with a red envelope entrance and
rooms inspired by its biggest shows and stories.
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https://sports.yahoo.com/nba/breaking-news/article/sneaker-free-agent-stephen-curry-warms-up-in-nikes-after-split-with-under-armour-022608486.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAALJYe8QH9mviqdapxF8KA0-W-mb-00xE3-6SFsJxE4yBPimcwvRJ3LvmFSMXus3M5CJMsKF-XemA8hxorCtGzeX9uGBzPEz_DEm-fivo97plQJMpq7XoGvE6FIHlYjvcOpH5p3cZ_wuZvC96A5UiacAYDPqZFc2Y9b91sijkBiNV
https://www.cnbc.com/2025/11/06/tapestry-tpr-q1-2026-earnings.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/personalfinance/2025/11/10/visa-mastercard-swipe-fee-settlement/87186896007/
https://www.foxnews.com/food-drink/mcrib-returns-mcdonalds-menus-nationwide-fans-cheer-critics-groan
https://www.cnbc.com/2025/11/11/softbank-sells-its-entire-stake-in-nvidia-for-5point83-billion.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2025/11/10/disney-destiny-cruise-ship.html
https://www.wsj.com/tech/biotech/novartis-agrees-to-acquire-avidity-biosciences-for-12-billion-c5a2fb53?mod=tech_feat3_biotech_pos3
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/business/business-news/inside-netflix-house-wednesday-one-piece-kpo-demon-hunters-1236423434/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/stifel-financial-corp-/
https://twitter.com/stifel
https://www.facebook.com/StifelFinancial
https://www.youtube.com/user/StifelFinancialCorp
https://www.instagram.com/stifelfinancial/
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