Why Use a Professional Trustee?
Robert is having a difficult day. Years ago, when Dad named him successor trustee, he didn’t realize there
could be days like this. Now Dad is gone and Robert’s younger brother, David, is asking for money from Dad’s
trust again. This time he wants to buy a new car. If Robert doesn’t give him the money, David will complain
and badger him endlessly. But if he does give David the money, his two older sisters will surely be unhappy.
It’s an uncomfortable situation. And on top of it all, Robert is wondering whether he has kept sufficient records for the accountant
to prepare the trust’s tax return. Yes, it’s become a difficult day.
When preparing your estate plan, one of the most important decisions you’ll make is who to name trustee or successor trustee
of your trust. Often a family member seems like the most logical choice. After all, he or she is familiar with you and your wishes
and with the other members of the family.
But you should consider some of the benefits of naming a professional corporate trustee, such as Stifel Trust.
These benefits include:
Availability – Individuals get sick. They take
vacations. They may get distracted or overwhelmed
by events and obligations with family or at work.
They can lose interest, and have varying aptitudes for
accuracy and attention to detail. Corporate trustees
are paid and staffed to be on the job continuously.

Investment Expertise – A corporate trustee will
employ investment professionals who understand
the rules and regulations that govern investing as
a fiduciary. These individuals are also trained to
construct and monitor asset allocations and other
critical investment functions.

Systems and Support – Corporate trustees
typically employ specialists in various areas, such
as investments, tax, legal, and administration.
Together, these professionals have more training and
experience than most individuals. In addition, a trust
company’s staff is backed by specialized systems
and vendors to provide the services needed to fulfill a
trustee’s duties, such as detailed record keeping
and tax reporting.

Impartiality – A corporate trustee is impartial among
the competing interests of different family members
and beneficiaries. Thus, a corporate trustee is not
prone to being “caught in the middle” the way a
family member might. The professional trustee’s
focus is on carrying out your wishes and acting in the
best interest of the trust and its beneficiaries.

Before possibly risking family harmony and burdening a family member with the work, responsibility, and potential liability that
comes with serving as a trustee, consider the alternative. Using a corporate trustee such as Stifel Trust, may not be appropriate
in every situation. Is it the right solution for you?
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For more information on successor trustee services,
please contact your Stifel Financial Advisor.
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Asset allocation does not ensure a profit or protect against loss.
Trust and fiduciary services are provided by Stifel Trust Company, N.A. and Stifel Trust Company Delaware, N.A. (Stifel Trust Companies), wholly owned subsidiaries of Stifel Financial
Corp. and affiliates of Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated, Member SIPC & NYSE. Unless otherwise specified, products purchased from or held by Stifel Trust Companies are
not insured by the FDIC or any other government agency, are not deposits or other obligations of Stifel Trust Companies, are not guaranteed by Stifel Trust Companies, and are
subject to investment risks, including possible loss of the principal invested. Stifel Trust Companies do not provide legal or tax advice.

Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated | Member SIPC & NYSE | www.stifel.com

