& Q

NG <
R

2

5 STIFEL
< Bits

Q e %

% D &

April 30, 2025

The Appetizer
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“I have, literally, like an eight-inch ulcer in my stomach right now because it’s the

end of the season.”

— Deadpool star and Wrexham co-owner Ryan Reynolds on his soccer club’s fight for promotion to the

English second division.

Now, on to the numbers. Drum roll, please ...

® 18%: The percentage of U.S. adults aged 25 to 34 living with their parents in 2023.

e 85: The number of TGI Fridays restaurants left in the U.S.

® 99.4 mph: The average fastball speed for Cincinnati Reds starting pitcher Hunter Greene, the fastest on

record for a starting pitcher.

* ~$100,000: The average lifetime economic benefit by taking one personal finance class in high school,

according to one study.

¢ 3.623 million: The number of children born in the U.S. last year, a less than 1% rise from the 2023 figure.

Dig In

The Fed

Let’s talk about the Federal Reserve (Fed) — you know, the central bank whose job is to guide the economy
through storms, bubbles, and full-blown crises. They (the Fed) do this through a dual mandate: keep prices
stable and support the labor market. One of its primary tools is interest rates — raising them when the

economy’s running hot and lowering them when it needs a little boost.

But here’s the important part — the Fed makes those decisions independently, free from political tug-of-war.
Why? Because mixing politics with monetary policy can often create more problems than it solves. The Fed
is what gives global investors’ confidence in the U.S. system and helps keep our economy on a steady

footing — even when the headlines are noisy.

The Fed was created in 1913 after the Panic of 1907 nearly wrecked the banking system. It’s not just one
building, but actually a network of 12 regional banks plus the headquarters in Washington, D.C. Since its
founding, it’s had 16 chairs. Fun fact: The Fed didn’t set an official 2% inflation target until 2012. And, while
it’s supposed to be independent, history shows that presidents love to nudge it. More than a hundred years

later, the Fed’s still doing its best to steer the ship.


https://www.espn.com/soccer/story/_/id/44849886/ryan-reynolds-wrexham-promotion-bid-given-stomach-ulcer
https://www.cnbc.com/2025/04/14/fed-governor-waller-sees-tariff-inflation-as-transitory-in-tush-push-comparison.html
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2025/04/17/the-shares-of-young-adults-living-with-parents-vary-widely-across-the-us/?utm_source=AdaptiveMailer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=25-04-17%20-%20Heads%20up%20young%20adults%20living%20at%20home%20by%20metro&org=982&lvl=100&ite=15864&lea=4289441&ctr=0&par=1&trk=a0DQm000005Nu53MAC
https://www.cnn.com/2025/04/22/food/tgi-fridays-locations-remaining/index.html
https://www.wsj.com/sports/baseball/hunter-greene-reds-fastball-1dbc7765?mod=hp_major_pos1
https://www.cnbc.com/2025/04/08/taking-a-personal-finance-class-in-high-school-has-a-lifetime-benefit.html
https://www.wsj.com/us-news/u-s-fertility-rate-remains-near-record-low-d6324668
https://www.federalreservehistory.org/essays/panic-of-1907

Weekly Specials

For the first time ever, 21 humanoid robots joined runners in a half-marathon in Beijing. One robot even
smiled and winked! The top bot, Tiangong Ultra, clocked in at 2 hours, 40 minutes — well behind the human
winner, but a big leap forward for robotkind.

Sharon Lokedi crushed the Boston Marathon, dropping rival Hellen Obiri in the final mile. She set a new
course record by two full minutes at 2:17:22 and earned $200,000 as her prize. Obiri had won the past two
years, but Lokedi’s strong finish proved unbeatable this time around.

Gen Zers are tightening wallets with “no-buy” lists and free Al tools. Got to give them props for their creativity
in tackling inflation; some are swapping therapists for ChatGPT, eating kids’ meals, and even dumpster
diving. The “lipstick effect” still lingers, but today’s youth are rewriting recession survival with smart,

frugal hacks.

Corporate Lunch

Home Depot has a secret garden ... Where do you hide $20 billion worth of flowers?

Chipotle is bringing burritos to Mexico. Good luck! Taco Bell had a failed launch twice in Mexico. A Mexican
historian said it was “like bringing ice to the Arctic.”

H&R Block may save the day, as it’s working with OpenAl to develop a generative Al tool to help tax pros
ahead of the 2026 season.

Netflix reported a huge earnings beat for the first quarter with revenues growing 13%. Adolescence was the
most watched show, with 124 million views.

Coca-Cola, which already won the hearts of Americans as the Number 1soda in the U.S., looks ready to beat
Pepsi in the trade war.

Regulatory pressure continues against Google to sell Chrome ... suitors have started lining up.

Airbnb will finally show the full price up front — including all fees. About time. I’m tired of getting hyped in the
group chat only to send, “NVM, too good to be true.”

Boeing is selling part of its Digital Aviation Solutions business (think digital navigation and route planning)
for $10.55 billion. (By the way, Apple Maps is free).
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https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/china-robots-race-humans-half-marathon-rcna195586
https://frontofficesports.com/john-korir-boston-marathon-results/?utm_campaign=mb&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_source=morning_brew
https://frontofficesports.com/john-korir-boston-marathon-results/?utm_campaign=mb&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_source=morning_brew
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/gen-z-terrified-recession-ditching-155850124.html
https://www.wsj.com/business/home-depot-gardens-plants-flowers-hot-peppers-1792df6b?mod=business_trendingnow_article_pos3
https://apnews.com/article/chipotle-mexico-tariffs-tomatoes-a712ee1e2417e63f1399bdcb0c8cf98f
https://www.nbcnews.com/id/wbna21209104
https://www.cnbc.com/2025/04/15/chatgpt-for-taxes-openai-and-hr-block-have-a-plan-for-tax-pros.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2025/04/17/netflix-nflx-earnings-q1-2025.html
https://www.wsj.com/business/retail/pepsi-soda-tariffs-manufacturing-coca-cola-76dffe02
https://www.wsj.com/business/retail/pepsi-soda-tariffs-manufacturing-coca-cola-76dffe02
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/21/nx-s1-5369404/google-doj-opening-statements-remedies-trial
https://news.airbnb.com/total-price-display-is-now-standard-globally/
https://www.wsj.com/business/deals/boeing-to-sell-certain-digital-aviation-solutions-assets-to-thoma-bravo-in-10-55-billion-deal-3d729e96?mod=lead_feature_below_a_pos3

